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:eep and 3xcn too fat to kill, so he
Thought he would steal them. Nobcdy
would lniov? it. lie drove these stolen
ghee p and oxen toward home, but step-
ped to report to the prophet how he had
executed his mission, when in the dis-

tance the sheep began to bleat and the
oxen to bellow. The secret was out, and
Samuel said to the blushing and con-

fused Saul, "What meaneth the bleating
of the sheep that I hear and the bellow-
ing of the cattle?" Ah, my hearer, you
cannot keep an iniquity stilL At just
the wrong time the sheep will bleat
and the oxen will bellow. Achan cannot
steal the Babylonish garment without
being stoned to death, nor Arnold betray
his country without having his neck
stretched Look over the police arrests.
These thieves, these burglars, these
counterfeiters, these highwaymen, these
assassins, they all thought they could
bury their iniquity so deep down it
would never come to resurrection, but
there was some shoe that answered to
the print in the soil, some false keys
found in their possession, some bloody
knife that whispered of the death, and
the public indignation and the anathema
of outraged law hurled them into the
dungeon or hoisted them on the gallows.

Francis I, king of France, stood coun
seling with his cheers how he could
take his army intcjaly, when Ameril,
the fool cf the court, leaped out frcra a
corner of the room and said, "You had

ful. John Frederick Oberlin alleviating
ignorance and distress ; Howard passing
from dungeon to lazaretto with healing
for the body and scul ; Elizabeth Fry
going to the profligacy of Newgate pris-
on to shake its obduracy as the angel
came to the prison at Philippi, driving
open the doors and snapping loose the
chain, as well as the lives of thousands
of followers of Jesus who have devoted
themselves to the temporal and spiritual
welfare of the race are monuments, of
the Christian religion that shall net
crumble while the world lasts. A man
said to me in the cars: "What is re-
ligion? Judging from the character cf
many professors of religion I do not ad-
mire religion." I said: "Now, suppose
we went to an artist in the city of Rome
and while in his gallery asked him,
'What is the art of painting?' Would he
take us out in a low alley and show us
a mere daub of a pretender at paintings,
or would he take us down into the cor-
ridors and show us the Rubens, and the
Raphaels, and the Michael Angelos?
When we asked him, ' What is the art
of painting?' he would point to the
works of these great masters and say,
'That is painting. ' Now, you propose
to find the mere caricature of religion,
to seek after that which is the mere
pretension of a holy life, and you call
that religion. I point you to the splen-
did men and women whom this gospel
has blessed and lifted and crowned.
Look at the masterpieces of divine grace
if you want to know what religion is. ' '

Hesult of Persecution.
We learn also from this story of

Joseph that the result of persecution is
elevation. Had it not been for his being
sold into Egyptian bondage by his ma-
licious brothers and his false imprison-
ment Joseph never would have become
a governor. Everybody accepts the
promise, ' 'Blessed are they that are per-
secuted for righteousness sake, for
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influences that respond in the far dis-
tance, 40 years from now, 50 years
from now, 1,000 years from now, 1,000,-00- 0

years from now one touch sound-
ing through the ages.

Provision For the Future.
We also learn from this story the pro-

priety of laying up for the future. Dur-
ing the seven years of plenty Joseph
prepared for the famine, and when it
came he had a crowded storehouse. The
life of most men in a worldly respect is

"divided into years of plenty and famine.
It is seldom that any man passes
through life without at least seven years
of plenty. During those seven years
your business bears a rich harvest. You
scarcely know where all the money
comes from, it comes so fast. Every
bargain you make seems to turn into
gold You contract few bad debts. You
are astonished with large dividends.
You invest more and more capital. You
wonder how men can be content with
a small business, gathering in only a
few hundred dollars while you reap
your thousands. Those are the seven
years of plenty. Now Joseph has timo
to prepare for the threatened famine, for
to almost every man there do come sev-
en years of famine. You will be sick,
you will bo unfortunate, you will bo
defrauded, there will be hard times,
you will be disappointed, and if you
have no storehouse upon which to fall
back you may be 'famine struck. Wo
have no admiration for this denying
oneself all personal comfort and lux-
ury for the mere pleasure of hoarding
up, this grasping, grasping for the mcro
pleasure cf seeing how large a pile yen
can get, this always being poor becauso
as soon as a dollar comes in it is sent
out to see if it can find another dollar,
so that it can cany it home on its back.
We have a contempt for all these things,
but there is an intelligent and ncblo
minded forecast which we love to seo
in men who have families and kindred
depending upon them for the blessings
of education and home. Gcd sends us to
the insects for a lesson, which, while
they do not stint themselves in tho
present, do not forget their duty to fore-
cast the future. "Go to the ant, thou
sluggard. Consider her ways, and bo
wise, which, having no guide, overseer
or ruler, prcvideth her meat in the sum-
mer and gathereth her food in the har-
vest. ' '

Now, there are two ways of laying up
money. One of these is to put it in steel:
and deposit it in bank and invest it on
bond and mortgage. The other way to
lay up money is giving it array. He is
the safest who makes both of these in-

vestments. There are in this house men
who if they lose every dollar they have
in the world would be millionaires for
eternity. They made the spiritual in-

vestment. But the man who devotes
none of his gains to the cause of Christ
and looks only for his own comfort and
luxury is not safe, I care not how the
money is invested. He acts as tho rose
if it should say: "I will hold my breath
and none shall have a snatch of fra-
grance from mo until next week. Then
I will set all tho garden afloat with my
aroia. " Of course the rose, refusing to
breathe, died. But above all, lay up
treasures in heaven. They never depre-
ciate in value. They never are at a dis-
count. They are always available. You
may feel safe now with your $1,000 or
$2,000 or $10,000 or $20,000 income,
but what will such an income be worth
after YOU ctre dead? Others will get it.
Perhaps sonic of them will quarrel
about it before you are buried. They
will be so impatient to get hold of tho
will they will think you should bo
buried one day sooner than yon are
buried. They will be right glad when
you are dead. They are only waiting for
you to die. What then will all your
earthly accumulations be worth? If you
gathered it all in your bosom and walk-
ed up with it to heaven's gate, it would
not purchase your admission. Or if al-

lowed to enter, it could not buy you a
crown or a robe, and the poorest saint
in heaven would look down at you and
say, "Where did that pauper como
from?" May wo all have treasures in
heaven. Amen I

PRACTICAL LESSONS IN THE LIFE OF
JOSEPH.

Bt. Dr. Talmage Relates In Hia Usual
Vivid Way How Ho Rose From Obscur-
ity to a Ilieh Place Elevation the Ke- -

salt of Persecution.

Washington, April 12. The sermon
of Rev. Dr. Talmago today is full cf
stirring and practical lessons for all.
"Washington has many men who, like
the hero of the texts, started from al-

most nothing and rose to high place.
The texts chosen were : Genesis xxxvii,
28, "They drew and lifted up Joseph
out of the pit and sold Joseph to the
Ishmaolitcs for 20 pieces of silver."
Genesis xlv, 26, "He is governor over
all the land cf Egypt. "

You cannot keep a good man down.
Gcd has decreed for him a certain point
of elevation. He will bring him to that
though it cost him a thousand worlds.
You sometimes find men fearful they
will not be properly appreciated. Every
man ccracs to be valued at just what he
is worth. You cannot write him up, and
you cannot write him down. These facts
are powerfully illustrated in my subject.
It would bo an insult to suppose that
you were not all familiar with the life
of Joseph how his jealous brothers
threw him into a pit, but seeing a cara-
van of Arabian merchants trudging
along on their camels, with spices and
gums that loaded the air with aroma,
sold their brother to these merchants,
who carried him down into Egypt;
Joseph there sold to Potiphar, a man cf
influence and office; how by Joseph's
integrity he raised himself to high posi-
tion in the realm until, under the false
charge of a vile wretch, he was hurled
into the penitentiary ; how in prison he
commanded respect and confidence;
how by the interpretation of Pharaoh 'a
dream he was freed and became the
chief man in the realm, the Bismarck of
his century ; how in the time of famine
Joseph had the control cf a magnificent
storehouse, which he had filled during
seven years cf plenty; how when his
brothers, who had thrown him into the
pit and sold him into captivity, applied
for ccrn he sent them home with the
beasts of burden borne down under the
heft of the corn sacks; how the sin
against their brother which had so long
been hidden came out at last and was
returned by that brother's forgiveness
and kindness, the only revenge he took.

Christian Character.
You see, in the first place, that the

world is compelled to honor Christian
character. Potiphar was only a man of
the world, yet Joseph rose in his esti-
mation until all the affairs of that
great house were committed to his
charge. From his servant no honor or
confidence was withheld. When Joseph
was in prison, he soon won the heart of
the keeper, and though placed there for
being a scoundrel, he soon convinced
the jailer that he was an innocent and
trustworthy man, and released from
dose confinement he became general su-

perintendent of prison affairs. Wherever
Joseph was placed, whether a servant
in the house of Potiphar, or a prisoner
in the penitentiary, he became the first
man everywhere, and is an illustration
of the truth I lay down, that the world
is compelled to honor Christian charac-
ter. There are those who affect to de-

spise a religious life. They speak of it
as a system of phlebotomy by which the
man is bled of all his courage and no-

bility. They say he has bemeaned him-
self. They pretend to have no more
confidence in him since his conversion
than before his conversion. But all this
is hypocrisy. There is a great deal of
hypocrisy in the church, and there is a
great deal of hypocrisy outside the
church. It is impossible for any man
not to admire and confide in a man
who shows that ho has really become a
child of God and is what he professes
to be. You cannot despise a son of the
Lord God Almighty. Of course we have
no admiration for the sham of religion.

I was at a place a few hours after the
ruffians had gone into the rail train and
demanded that the passengers throw up
their arms, and then these ruffians took
the pocketbooks, and satan comes and
suggest to a man that he throw up his
arms in hypocritical prayer and preten-
sion, and then steals his souL For the
mere pretension of religion we have ab-
horrence. Redwald, the king, after bap-
tism, had an altar of Christian sacrifice
and an altar for sacrifice to devils, and
there are many men now attempting
the same thing half a heart for God
and half a heart for the world and it
is a dead failure, and it is a caricature
of religion, and the only successful as-

sault ever made on Christianity is the in-
consistency of its professors. You may
nave a contempt for pretension to re-

ligion, but when you behold the excel-
lency of Jesus Christ come out in the
life cf one of his disciples, all that there
is good and noble in your soul rises up
into admiration, and you cannot help
it Though that man be' as far beneath
Jfou in estate as the Egyptian slave of
whom we are discoursing was beneath
his rulers, by an irrevocable law of
your nature, Potiphar and Pharaoh will

-- always esteem Joseph.
"When Eudoxia, the empress, threaten-

ed Chrysostom with death, he made the
reply, "Tell the empress I fear nothing
but sin. " Such a scene as that compels
the admiration cf the world. There was
something in Agrippa and Felix which
demanded their respect for Paul, the
Tebel against government. I doubt not
they would willingly have yielded their
ofS.ce and dignity for a thousandth part
of that true Irrf? ism which beamed in
the eye and beat ui the heart of that

apostle. Paul did not cower
jbefore Felix ; Felix cowered before PauL
The infidel and worldling are compelled
'to honor in their hearts, although they
may not eulogize with their lips, a Chris-
tian firm in persecution, cheerful in
poverty, trustful in losses, triumphant
in death. I find Christian men in all
professions and occupations, and I find
them respected and honored and success
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better be consulting how you will get
your army bade And it was iound
that Francis I, and not Ameril, was the
fool. Instead of consulting as to the best
way of getting into sin, you had better
consult as to whether you will be able
to get cut of it. If the world does not
expose you, you will tell it yourself.
There is an awful power in an aroused
conscience. A highwayman plunged out
upon Whitefield as he rode along on
horseback, a sack of money on the horse

money that he had raised for orphan
asylums and the highwayman put his
hand on the gold, and Whitefield turned
to him and said, "Touch that if you
dare; that belongs to the Lord Jesus
Christ. " And the ruffian slunk into the
forest. Conscience! Conscience! The
ruffian had a pistol, but Whitefield
shook at him the finger of doom. Do not
think you can hide any great and pro-
tracted sin in your heart, my brother.
In an unguarded moment it will slip off
the lip, or some slight action may for
the moment set ajar this door that yon
wanted to keep closed. But suppose that
in this life you hide it, and you get
along with this transgression burning in
your heart, as a ship on fire within for
days hinders the flames from bursting
out by keeping down the hatches, yet at
last in the judgment that iniquity will
blaze out before God and the universe.

Links of the Universe.
Learn also from this subject that there

is an inseparable connection between
all events, however remote. The uni-
verse is only one thought of God. Those
things which seemed fragmentary and
isolated are only different parts of that
great thought. How far apart seemed
these two events Joseph sold' to the
Arabian merchants and his rulership of
Egypt yet you see in what a mysterious
way God connected the two into one
plan. So the events are linked together.
You who are aged men look back and
group together a thousand things in
your life that once seemed isolated. One
undivided chain of events reaches from
the garden of Eden to the cross of
Calvary, and thus up to the kingdom of
heaven. There is a relation between the
smallest insect that hums in the sum-
mer air and the archangel on his throne.
God can trace a direct ancestral line
from the blue jay that this spring will
build its nest in the tree behind the
house to some one of the flock of birds
which, when Noah hoisted the ark's
window, with a whir and dash of
bright wings, went out to sing over
Mount Ararat. The tulips that bloom
in the garden this spring were nursed
by the snowflakes. The farthest star on
one side of the universe could not look
toward the farthest star on the other
side of the universe and say, "You are
no relation to me," for from that bright
orb a voice of light would ring across
the heavens responding, "Yes, yes, we
are sisters. ' ' Nothing in God's universe
swings at loose ends. Accidents are only
God's way of turning a leaf in the book
of his eternal decrees. From our cradle
to our grave there is a path all marked
out. Each event in our life is connected
with every other event in our life. Our
losses may be the most direct road to
our gain. Our defeat and our victory
are twin brothers.

The whole direction of your life was
changed by something which at the time
seemed to you trifling, while some oc-

currence which seemed tremendous af-

fected you but little. God's plans are
magnificent beyond all comprehension.
He molds us and turns and directs us,
and we know it not. Thousands of years
are to him as the flight of a shuttle.
The most terrific occurrence does not
make God tremble. The most trium-
phant achievement does not lift him in-

fo rapture. That one great thought of
God goes out through the centuries, and
nations rise and fall, and eras pass, and
the world changes, but God ill keeps
the undivided mastery, linking event to
event and century to century. To God
they are all one event, one history, one
pjlan, one development, one system.
Great and marvelous are thy works,
Lord God Almighty! I was years ago in
New Orleans at the exposition rooms.
when a telegram was sent to the presi-
dent of the United States, at Washing-
ton, and we waited some 15 or 20 min-
utes, and then the president's answer
came back, and then the presiding off-
icer waved his handkerchief, and the sig-
nal was sent to Washington that we
were ready to have the machinery of the
exposition started, and the president put
his finger on the electric button, and in-

stantly the great Corliss wheel began to
move, rumbling, rumbling, rolling, roll-
ing. It was overwhelming, and 15,000
people clapped and shouted Just one
finger at Washington started that vast
machinery, hundreds and hundreds of
miles away, and I thought then, as I
think now, that men sometimes touch

D.O.

theirs is the kingdom of heaven, ' ' but
they do not realize the fact that this
principle applies to worldly as well as
spiritual success. It is true in all de-
partments. Men rise to high official po-

sitions through misrepresentation. Pub-
lic abuso is "11 that seme of our public
men have had to rely upon for their ele
vation. It has brought to them what
talent and executive force could not
have achieved. Many of these who are
making great effort for place and power
will never succeed just because they
are not of enough importance to be
abused. It is the nature of men that is
of all generous and reasonable men to
gather about these who are persecuted
and defend them, and they are apt to
forget the fault of those who are the
subjects of attack while attempting to
drive back the slanderers. Persecution
is elevation. Helen Stirk, the Scotch
martyr, standing with her husband at
the place of execution, said: "Husband,
let us rejoice today. We have lived to-

gether many happy years. This is the
happiest time of all our life. You see
we are to be happy together forever. Be
brave now, be brave. I will not say
'Good night' to you, for we shall soon
be in the kingdom of our Father togeth-
er. " Persecution shows the heroes and
heroines. I go into another department,
and I find that those great denomina-
tions of Christians which have been
most abused have spread the most
rapidly.

No good man was ever more violently
maltreated than John Wesley belied
and caricatured and slandered until one
day he stood in a pulpit in London, and
a man arose in the audience and said,
"You were drunk last night, " and John
Wesley said: "Thank God, the whole
catalogue is now complete. I have been
charged with everything but that!" His
followers were hooted at and maligned
and called by every detestable name that
infernal ingenuity could invent, but the
hotter the persecution the more rapidly
they spread until you know what a
great host they have become and what a
tremendous force for God and the truth
they are wielding all the world over. It
was persecution that gave Scotland to
Presbyterianism. It was persecution
that gave our land first to civil liberty
and afterward to religious freedom.
Yea, I might go farther back and say it
was persecution that gave the world the
great salvation of the gospel. The ribald
mockery, the hungering and thirsting,
the unjust charge, the ignominious
death, when all the force of hell's fury
was hurled against the cross, was the
introduction of that religion which is
yet to be the earth's deliverance and our
eternal salvation. The state sometimes
said to the church, "Come, take my
hand, and I will help you. " What was
the result? The church went back, and
it lost its estate of holiness, and it be-

came ineffective. At other times the
state said to the church, ' 'I will crush
you." What has been the result? After
the storms have spent their fury the
church, so far from having lost any of
its force, has increased and is worth in-
finitely more after the assault than be-

fore. Read all history and you will find
that true. The church is far more in-
debted to the opposition of civil govern-- ,
ment than to its approval. The fires of the
stake have only been the torches which
Christ held in his hand, by the light of
which the church has marched to her
present glorious position. In the sound
of racks and implements of torture I
hear the rumbling of the gospel chariot.'
The scaffolds of martyrdom have been
the stairs by which the church mounted

A Thousand Tongues.
Learn also from our subject that sin

will come to exposure-- Long, long ago
had those brothers'old Joseph into
Egypt. They had made the old father
believe that his favorite child was dead
They had suppressed the crime, and it
was a profound secret well kept by the
brothers. But suddenly the secret is out.
The old father hears that his son is in
Egypt, having been sold there by the
malice of his own brothers. How their
cheeks must have burned and their hearts
Bunk at the flaming out of this long sup-

pressed crime. The smallest iniquity
has a thousand tongues, and they will
blab out exposure. Saul was sent to de-

stroy the Canaanites, their sheep and
their oxen, but when he got down' there
among the pastures he saw some fine
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Rear Admiral Makarofi.
"Rear Admiral Makaroff of the Rus-

sian navy, ' ' says the Philadelphia Rec-
ord, "who was recently a guest of
Charles H. Cramp, is one of the most
conspicuous figures of modern European
naval history. Although only 47 years
of age, ho is first on the list of Russian
rear admirals and is senior to a large
number of officers whom he superseded
by special promotion. He it was who,
during the last Turko-Russia- n war, was
regarded the Skokeloff of the Russian
navy, and, like that great general, whose
portraits he resembles, was several times
promoted for his daring and enterprise.
His career in that war was an uninter-
rupted series of dashing attacks on Turk-
ish ships in the Batum and other Turk-
ish harbors of the Black sea, in which
his skill was second alone to his daring.
That is why he is the senior rear admiral
at the age of 47 years. He recently com-
manded the Asiatic squadron and is
now on his way home to assume com-
mand of the Baltic fleet. "

Dunraven'a Rapacious Fish.
The Earl of Dunraven, finding that

there were too many pike in his waters
at Adare Manor, County Limerick, Ire-
land, for successful trout fishing, recent-
ly ordered his professional fisherman to
capture what he could of them. Thirty-fou-r

have been taken so far of an aver-
age weight of 9 pounds each, the
largest weighing 23 pounds and the
smallest 2 pounds. Why three-fourth- s

of them were females is not understood
at all. That there was need of taking
out the pike is shown by the fact that
several of the fish contained trout, and
nearly all the females were heavy with
epawn. The pickerel fry feed on the
trout and salmon fry, being far better
fighters than equal sized trout.

The greatest of care is necessary at
fish hatcherie to prevent the pickerel
fry from getting among the fry of other
varieties. A dozen small pickerel in a
year will destroy thousands of other
small fish, and the loss is considerable.
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